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Objectives

- To examine what is meant by sustainable 
recovery and protecting the environment, and 
why a successful recovery is a sustainable 
recovery

- To explore why recovery preparedness and 
planning is essential for a sustainable recovery 
and for protecting the environment

- To consider examples of the factors that need to 
be taken into account
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Sustainable Development:

Development that meets the needs of 

the present without compromising the 

ability of future generations to meet 

their own needs

A successful recovery 

is a sustainable 

recovery

In 2007 ICRP defined the objective of 

environmental protection as “to prevent or 

reduce the frequency of deleterious radiation 

effects to a level where they would have 

negligible impact on the maintenance of 

biological diversity, the conservation of species

or the health and status of natural habitats, 

communities and ecosystems”. 
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Recovery preparedness is 
essential

- Defining clear environmental objectives is key

- Consistency with recovery from other types of 
incident (‘all hazards’)

- Consistency with existing policy, strategy and 
legislation to protect the environment as a 
whole

- Understand the local environment and ecology 
in advance as far as practicable

- Stakeholder participation key
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Protection of the 

environment is fundamental 

to decision making

- Risks of protective and remedial 

measures vs risks averted 

- Consideration of longer term and 

wider scale impacts in decision 

making (including early decisions)

- Ecosystem services/natural capital
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SuRF UK (claire.co.uk)

Example of a key objective: Sustainable land re-use and remediation

https://www.claire.co.uk/projects-and-initiatives/surf-uk
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Concluding messages

- Including environment in recovery preparedness 
and planning as part of wider sustainability 
considerations is essential

- Defining environmental and sustainability 
objectives is key

- Successful recovery is a sustainable recovery

- Successful recovery depends on sound early 
decisions taking into account a range of factors at 
relevant spatial and temporal scales


